take tributing sgreements and pay 2 big per-
ventage merely for the sake of getting work,
lioping that the tribute will develop. By giv-
ing the warden the right to revise the tribut-
ing agreement, the Minister is making pro-
vision for the adjusting of the conditions by
the warden. The warden in our distriet has
always made a point of seeing that the
worker gets u fair deal.  One or two little
amendments are reguired in the Bill, which
with those amendments will he a veally gond
Bill.

On motion by M.
Journed.

Teesdale, debate ad-

Honse adjovrned 1057 po.

Aegislative Council,

Thursday, 2ith November, 1320,

Bills : Prices Regulation Act Amendment and Con.
tinnance, Assembly’a mnendments 1874
sale of Liquor Regulation Act, Contluuance, 1k, 1880
Llernsing  Act Amendment, Couununnuc, LR, 1880
Motion:  Returned soldiers nnd rallway passes... 1881

The PRESIDENT tuok the Chair at 4.30
Pang il rewd prayers,

BILL—PRICES REGULATION ACT
AMENDMENT AND CONTINUANCE
Assemby’s Amendments,

Schwlule of two amendments made by the
Assembly now considered,

In Committee,

Hon. [f, Ewing in the Chair; the Minister
for Edueation in charge of the Bill,

No. 1, Clanse G.—Tusert after the word
¢:of,"" in the sixth line, the word ‘‘produe-
ing*’

The MINTSTER FOR EDUCATION: I
move—

That the
agreed  to.
The clanse provides that the Governor may
determine the maximum prices which may be
charged for commodities, on the basis of
manufacturing, landed, delivery or other
cost. [ ilo not sec how the word ‘‘produe-

Assembly’s amendment e
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ing’’ can make any diference beeause ' other

eost’? would cover it.. Tf anything it widens
the range of things whieh the Commissien
shall take into consideration, and the inten
tion is that the Commissibn shall take all
things into consideration.

fjuestion pat and passed;
amendment aypreed to.

the Asgsembly s

No, 2—insert o noew clause, to stand ax
Clause 2, as follows:;—The sittings of

the  Commissioners at  which  witnesses
are  examinad  shall  be  held  at  soch
time aml place as may e fixed Dby
the Chairman, and eoxeept so far as the

Commissioners, in their diseretion, way think
fit to sit in ecamera, shall be open te the pub-
lie,and the evidenee shall hé taken on onth.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
When the Bill was before ancther place an
effort was made to compel the Commission
to take all evidence on oath and in publie.
This proposed new clavse is a ecompromise,
leaving it to the discretion of the Commis-
sion whether they take the evidence on oath
or in public. At present the Commission
have power to take evidence eon oath,

Hon, J, Duffell: Is not that sufficiont?

The MINISTER IFOR EDUCATION:
They have done so, and have had the evi-
denee reported in all ceasea where it was
thought that prosccution wight result. In
cases of minor importance the evidence could
be takeu on oath or otherwise as the Com-
mission thought fit, but there is nothing in
the Aet hearing on the question of taking
the cevidenee in publie.  The (lommission
have not taken any evidence in public; in
ract, the Avt requires a declaration of seereey
from everyone conuneeted with the Commis-
sion. The New Bouth Wales Act provides
that the Commission may in their discretion
sit in eamera, That is practically what the
Asgembly 's amendment suggests.

Hon, J. .J, Holmes: What does it say about
taking cvideuee on oathl

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: All
of the (‘ommissions take cvidence on oath.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: In publie?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: All
of them take evidenve on cath and the other
point is whether they shall sit in publie, Tn
Queensland there is one ecommissioner who
may take evidence in publie or private; it is
left entirely to his digeretion. In Vietoria
the (‘orimission may in their discretion sit
in camera. There is the suggestion that or-
dinarily the (ommission there would sit in
publie.

Hon. .I. Cornell: They do sit in public,

The MINISTER TFOR FEDUCATION:
That is se. In South Australia the Commis-
gion may take evidenve in public or in pri-
vate. In faee of this and as the matter will
he still left to the discretion of our Commis-
sion, T see no other course than to aceept
the compromise agreed to in another place.
I consider that the Commission in Western
Australia sitting in camera have done work
as good er, if not better than the Commis-
sions in other States,
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Hen. J. Duffell: They have done better
work in eamerna than have the others.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I
do not know that the new clause will mater-
ially alter their wmethod of procedure, but i
must point -oul that the passing of this
clause will set up the idea that the Commis-
sion should sit in public, and that they may
sit in camera. When the Commission started
their labours requests were made that they
should sit in publie, but they refused on the
ground that the Act did not permit them
to take evidence in publie. If this eclause
is passed and requests are made that they
should sit in publie, they will not be able
to shelter themselves behing the Act as be-
fore. They will have to deeide whether, in
the special civenmstanees, they should sit in
publie ¢r in private. Personally, T question
whether the administration of the Act will
Le improved hy the new elause, but in the
ather HStates the Comriissions may sit in pub-
lic or private or are dirceted to sit in public
with the right of sitting in ecamera if they

think fit. 1 move—

That the Assembly’s amendment he
agreed to.

Houn. J. DUFFELL: The Jleader of
the House failed to give any reason

why the amendment should be aceepted and

I intend to vote ngainst it. Notwithstanding
that the commissions in the JKastern States
are permitted to take evidence in publie, the
Commission in Western Australin who have
st in camera, huve succeceded in bringing
prices down helow those ruling in the other
States. Generally speaking the articles com-
trolled by the Commission are Jower in priee
here than in other paris of the Common.
wealth.  Certain inquisitive people desire to
know the landed cost of commodities, and if
the evidenee hefore the Commission were
taken in publie, they would be able to ob-
tain that information and learn what profit
the merchant was making.

Hon. T. Mooro: YWhat is wrong with that?

Hon. J. DUFFELL: A great deal, but
some people know very little about commer-
cial morality. The hon. mewber might think
he was justified in getting goods at landed
coat without consideration for the eapital in-
vested and the rent, wages, and otber ox-
penses which the werehant has to meet,

Hon, T. Moore: All those things nare
taken into account.

MWon. J. DUFFXLL: [f the proceedings
of the Trades Hall were open to the pub-
li¢g——

lHon, A, H. Panton: They are.

Hon. J., DUFFELL: Their special con-

ferences are not.
ITon. T. Moove:
op-n to the publie,
Hon. J, DUFFELL: A certain amount of
seerecy veils the affairs of the Trades Hall,
i it js only fair that people engaged in
husiness  and  providing  employment  for
others should not be compelled to make their
costs known to casual people who merely

The Arbitration Court is

1875

wish to pry into things which do not econ-
cern them.

Hon. A. H. PANTOXN: I am in accord with
the Assembly’s new clause. The annoyance
of Mr. Duffell and his fricnds, as soon as
publicity is proposed in connection with com-
mereialism, is remarkable. The Prices Regu-
lution Commission are a tribunal in the same
way as the Arbitration Court, whiell regu-
lates the priee of the worker’s only commo-
dity, namely labour; and no onc has ever
supgested that the proceedings of the Arbi-
tration Uoutrt shouwld be held in camera, Sub-
section 2 of Section 70 of the Arbitration
Act provides that at the discretion of the
vourt parties may be allowed to inspect books,
papers, and documents produced.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: But here the proposal
is that evervthing shall be open to the
publie.

Hon. A. H. PANTOXN: The information
obtained from such books, papers, and doeu-
ments, however, is net to be made public,
Yet all the evidence given in the Arbitration
Court can be and is printed, ineluding the
worker 's hounsehold details. What is good
enongh for the sorker is good enough for
the commercial man. Mr. Duffell has faited
to give uny reason whatever why the amend.
ment should not be agreed to.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: Tf I thought any
wood would result from publication of the
evidence given before the Prices Regulation
Commission I would not object to this new
clause. But it is not the public who fix
prices; and thercfore what good is the evi-
denee to the publie, exeept to satisfy mera
inguisitiveness?

Hon. .J. Cornell: What harm can result?

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: Tt is the Prieces
Regulation Cenmission who fix the prices, on
evidence which is given on oath, Idle curi-
osity should not be catered for.

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM: I am not very
anxious to support the new clause as it
stands. I should prefer that the discretion
given by it to the Prices Regulation Com-
migsioners were deleted.  Why should they
he permitted to diseriminate as to whether
they will hear a certain matter in public or
in camera? Who will guide them in their
discrimination? The Minister in c¢harge of
the Aet? Or will they decide cntirely on
their own respousibility? The workers when
secking an increase in wages have to lay all
their cards on the table, for public inspee-
tion. The wives of workers have heen aund
arc being foreed in the Arbitration Court to
deseribe even the articles of food and cloth-
ing that go into the home, The amployer
fights the worker cvery inch of the road, and
the court wants to know on what the work-
cr's elaim for inereased wages is based. The
wives of workers are forced every week in
the year to tell the Avhitration Court and
the publie what they and their children cat
and wear. The entire expenditure of the
worker’s houschold is laid bare. Now, in this
instance the wmethods of the Dbig trading
firms are concerned. The people have de-
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manded that steps be tuken to suppress pro-
fitcering; and the best way of achieving
that end is considered to be publicity as ve-
gavds the methods of trade and commerce.
If there is nothing to he ashamed of in
those methods, why are our friends so
anxious to stifle cven this new clauge? The
past three years have eonvineod the people
that they are being exploited, and it is for
that reason they demand publieity in the
proceedings of the Prices Regulation Com-
misgion, | wounld prefer that the diseretion-
siry power should Le eliminated from this
uew elaoge, aud | hope the Committee will
amend it in that Qireetion. No doubt ver-
tain hon, members will tell us again, as they
have tolil ws hetore, that there is no ex-
ploitation going on, aud that there is no
need to check increase of prices.  However,
they have still to convince the people on
that point. Let the public hear the evidence
given hefore the Conmmission.

Iton, R, .T. LYNN: T am opposed to the
new  elause, though not altegether ou the
grounds stated by the last speaker. The
proposal to establish a sort of edueationnl
system in the details of busivess throngh the
medium of the Prices Regulation Commission
will mean the destruction, fo some extent,
of the commercialism of to-day.

Hon. A, Banderson: TExactly what they
want to don,

Hon. R, J. LYNN: Tf publicity could in
any way affect the fixing of prices, T should
support the amendent, But the Commis-
sivners have full power to investigate
everything velative to the landed cost of
nany commodity, and since they are the only
persons who van fix prices, what difference
could publieity wake to them? The only
cffeet publicity wonld have would be to lot
onc’a ¢nmpetfitors kuow ceverything con-
neeted with his husiness.

JTon. A, H. Panton: Only at the disere-
tion of the Commissioncrs.

Hor. R, J. LYNN: I am not inclined to
give the Commisgsioners that discretion.
Surely it is sufficient to give them power to
colleet all ovidenve relative to the transac-
tion. From time to time we have had in
the city conferences dealing with matters
much more important than price-fixing, con-
ferouces at which utterances opposed to the
interests of tite people and of the Empire
are likely to be made; and when a motion
iz moved that the Press be admitied te re-
port the proceedings, what happens! Why,
the motion is lost, and it is deeided to hand
to the Press a resume of the proccedings.
T will sappert the amendment for publicity
if my hon. friends will suppert a Bill to
pravide that full publicity shkall be given to
the procecdings of every mecting held, not
only in Western Australin but in the Com-
monwealth,

Hon. A. H. Panton: Make ii a verbatim
report, and T will,

Yon. R. J. LYNN: From the profiteering
puint of view there is nothing at the back
nf the opposition to the amendment, T
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could tell hon. members a great deal about
profitecring in walks of life other than the
commereinl, There is just as much profitece-
ing amongst those who are in a position to
sell their labour for the highest price as

there is in connection with the sale of
goods,

Hen, J. COQRNELL: Both warring fue-
tions which have so forcibly expressed’

themselves to.day agree in their hearts that’
the Trrices Regulation Cemmissior has been
of little or no utility. Al that it has done
lias been to keep a lot of people guiet, The
two warring factions would compromise on
n harmless amendment sueh as this if it
were thought the Bill was to he wiped off
the statute-book. Mr. Duffell, in an im-
passioned address devoid of relevancy, ad-
vanced as a reason why the amendment
should he uegatived that the proceedings
af the Trades Haull are held in camera. For
a long time T had the entre to that hall;
to-day T have it not. Throughout my 25
years' cxperience of {hat institution, T
always thought the proceedings were open
to the Press. Moreover, never during that
quarter of a century did.T hear at the
Trades Hall anything likely to disrupt the
Empire, or indeed anything te which ex-
ception eould be.taken, T will support the
leader of the House, Whether or not the
amendment is agreed to, does not matter
much,  The Minister, quoting Eastern
Rtates legislation, said that all inquiries are
held in public unless the Commissioners de-
cide otherwise. Tn the amendment the
roverde obtains. [ view the Prices Regula-
tion Commission as a court of law. The
practige in all our eourts of law is that they
shall git in publie exeept when it i3 not in
the interests of public morality that the
eourt should he open to the publie. If there
is any objection on the grounds that the
evidence submitted to the Prices Regula-
tion Commission is not in the interests of
public morality, then hen, members ave
justified in opposing the amendment. What
has the commereial man to hide¥ Ta there
anvthing suspicions in his businesst It
not, he ean have no abjection to the court
sitting in punblie. On the other hand, if
his business is not above suspicion, it is the
greater reason why it should be cxposed to
the publie gaze, T take exception to the
remarks of Mr. Holmes, wha said that the
court, if it sat in publi¢, would provide a
wmeeting place for Panl Prys. Tf it did na
more than that, there eould be but little
objection to it. The three members who
apposed the amendment have advanced no
reason why we should not adopt the pro-
codure of the Eastern States. They arc in
a better position than T to advance good
and valid reasons, beeanse they are all
business men. T they conld advanee such
reagons T should be prepared to reconmsider
my dceision. The most momentous report
ever presented to a Government of Aus-
tralia i® that of the Basic Wage Commis-
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sion. The evidence taken bhefore that Com-
mission was taken in publie,

1Ton. ), 1, Holmes: They made a nice
mess of it too.

Heu. JJ, CORNELL: Mon. members now
Lave ““the wind nwp.’” They are afraid of
what may happen. A properly constituted
tribunal hax arvived at a basie wage and
the  people  of  Austraiin  will have it
Whether hon, members agree to this amend-
moent or not, is immaterial.  The main
reson why | suppoert it is that the publie
purse pays for this court, and there should
be no  differentiation between  this court
and any other.

Hon, I, NICHOLSON: “Phere is some mis-
apprehiension with regard to the fonetions
of this Commission. 1t is not a court, as
has been said,  The duties are of an in-
quisiterial nature and very rightly so. {t
there ix any profiteering going on, it is the
duty of the Commission to overcome that
diffienlty and fix a price so that the public
may get their goods at a reasonable figure
and that merehants will not make undue
profits out of them. The present Aet is
silent as to whother the inquiries made by
the Commission shall be open to the publie
or nof,

The Minister for Edueation: [ do not
think there is anything to stop if, but the
C‘ommission have interpreted the Aet in
this particular way.

Hou. J. NTCTOLSON: In an ordinary
court of law one party prefers a  elaim
against another.  He has te establish that
elaim in the same way as the workers in
the Arbitrution Court have to cstablish
their claim for a higher wage.

Hon. A, H. Punton: [In this easc the
merchant elaims a higher price for his goods
and he has to establish his elaim,

Non. J. NTUHOLSON: The Commission
fixes the prices. [T they have reason to think
that the priec is exorbitant they have power
‘to make an inquiry and eall for the produc-
tion of the merchant’s hooks. The merchant
or mamufacturer is not in the position of an
ordinary elnimant, The Commission take
into acceount the cost of manufacture, pro-
duction, landed vostz and other costs. 1IF
theve is anything in any business which one
merchant must proteet from another, it is
lis landed cost.  The eost of the article is
the very thing which cnables hin to tender
for orders from time to time. If this
landed vcost was made public by the Com-
migsion, it would he open to all to know
exactly what this man was paying for the
importation of his goods, and to beat him
in any tender that he might put in,

Hon, A, H. Panton: Buat it nced not he
made public.

Tlon. J. NICHOL®ON: The man who
woulll spy at these inguiries would be this
other man's competitor in trade.

Hon, JJ. J. Holmes: And a brainless com
petiter, too.

Tton. J. NICHOLSON: Hc would he
there examining every detail of the evidence
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and trying to get all the information he
could of the mainspring of his rival’s busi-

‘ness.

Hon. J. Cornell: That would be a good
argument if the Commission allowed differ-
ent merchants to charge different prices.

Ton. J. NICHOLSON: A trader might
he hrought bhefore the Commission and an
examinntion made of his books, because of
the (ommission having reecived word that
e had beew charging exeesgive prices. Evi-
denee is then cnlled to show how tho costs
are made up. e has to produce all his
soeret  documents, which he wounld not he
eglledl upon to produce in an ordinary conrt
of law, [If the inquiry was held in publie
and the charge was found to he groundless,
hon, membérs can see that great damage
would be dowe to thig man's trade, and he
wonld probably be riined. That is unfair.
I am free to take up any attitude T please
on @ matter of this kind.

Ion, I, Mills: It is a good point.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: T do not think
it is right in the intevests of our merchants
that these disclosures should be made, and
competitors given o mean advantage over
another trader.  Tn the circomstances T must
vote against the motion.

lion.” J. E. DODD: We are only beating
the air, beeause T feel that the amendment
will be agreed to. The logical conclusion of
rompuilsory arbitration is price fixing. 1f
we have compulsory arbitration, we must
have price fixing. Tf we have price fixing,
why not apply the same test to price fixing
as is applied to arbitration? To my mind
there is very,_ little difference. T am pre-
pared to concede that there is something in
the peints whieh have been raised regarding
tiade competition  Mr. Nieholson partieu-
Iavly referred to the danger arizing from re-
vealing such information on the part of ome
husiness man to his business competitors. T
am rather sorprised to hear him speak in
that strain. Tet me read to members a
clause from a Bill which that hon. gentle-
man introduced only the other day. The Bill
jwovided for the appointment of a board to
deal with opticians, and in one eclause it
says—

The Chairman or Registrar of the hoavd
niay hy writing under his hand summon
any person to attend before the board for
the purpose of heing cxamined with re-
spect to any matter within the jurisdie-
tion of the beard. . . . .

What that jurisdiction was we wera not toll.
awd to produce for the inspeetion of the
hoard any documents in his possession,
eustody, or power relative to any sach
matter, and every person duly snummoned
as aforesaid who, without reasonable ex-
ense, fails to attend after reasonable ex-
penses have heen paid or tendered to him,
or attending refuses to be sworn or ex-
amined, or to produce any such docu-
ments when required so to do, shall he
linble to a penalty not exceeding £10,
Tlon. T. XNicholsen: That was a privato

inquiry,
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Hon, A, H. Pantou:
petitora.

Hor. 7. E, DODD: Yes, by competitors
whko would have desired perhaps to wipe out
some of these people. ’

Hon. J. Nicholson: I said I was prepared
to aceept an amendnmcnt to that provision.

Hon. J. E. DODD: In view of that
ciause, I am surprised that the hon. mem-
ber should argue against the amendment
suggested by the Legislative Assembly,

Hon. J. Nicholson: I did not gnunciate
that principle altogether.

Hon. J. E. DODD: The amendment is o
logienl gsequence to price fixing. We find
people very concerned regarding different
items contributing to the cost of living, and
sometimes in the Arbitration Court going a
little bit too far, in wmy opinion, to get hold
of little bits which ore rather spicy. T have
felt sorry at times when I have read evidence
which girls have given in the court when
desling with the applicatien for an award
in the clothing trade.

Hon, J. J. Holmes: Who sent them there?

Hon, A, ™, Panton: They had to give evi-
denee to save themselves frow starvation,

Hon, J. E. DODD: There is not mueh
harm to be done under the proposed amend-
went, [t requires the Prices Regulation Com-
mission te exercize a certain amount of dis-
cretion, but as the chairman is a representa-
tive buginess man, and the employers arc
also represented, surely the House can trust
themm to deeide matters like this under dis-
cussion.

Hon, A, SANDERSON: What is the
amendment?  Are we  discussing the new
¢lause from the Legislative Assembly, or an
amendment ¥ .

The CHAIRMAN: The new clause is the
amendment we are «iscussing.

Hon, A, SBANDERSOXN: I understand that
an hen. member indieated that he proposed
to strike ecertain lines out of the new elause.

The CHATRMAN: The hon. member qlid
net move in that direction.

lton. ). DUFFELL: 'T'he ameudment is
not of very much consequence, but 1 would
like to put forward a phase of the question
which has not been touched upon yet, for
the purpose of showing why it is not neces-
sary for this amendment to e inserted. Tt
is gencrally known that merchants in the
eity purchase their goods for periods in ad-
vanee, Orders are placed now for next win-
ter’s gupplies.  Merchants always try tfo
sceure sufficient to carry them through the
season,  Often something transpires which
limits the sale of certain goods. Henee the
wecessity for the yearly or half-yearly salea
so ag to dispose of surplug goods.

Hon. .J. Cornell: They do not forget their
margin of profit.

Hon. J. DUFFELL: The hon, member docs
not know what he is talking about. When
the seasons open for certain elasses of goods,
the jmporter has to proteet himself with a
roasonablo amount of profit. By way of

By business com-
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illustration let me suggest that be adds 25
per cent. to his gut-of-pocket expenses.

Hon. A. H. Panton: You are s bit on the
light side,

Hon. J. DUFFELL: I will make it 10U
per cent. if you like. It is only by way of
illustration. Probably before ho disposca of
the whole of his goods, the business man
will be selling some of them at 25 per cent.
less than cost in order to turn the goods into
eash. A good deal of that goes on to-day.
Tf the amendment from another place were
agreed to, and the traders’ business percen-
tages were made publie, it might be stated
that only 121 per cent. was a reasonable
margin and it would be fixed at that. What
chanee wounld that merchant have of averag-
ing his expensey?

Hon. A, H. Panton:
costs than landed ecosts?
head charges?

Hon. J. DUFFELL: These include rent,
wages, and all such charges. They have to
be averaged out before a merchant can
arrive at the actual cost of goods. There are
some people in Perth who have travelled to
the Old Country and to other parts of the
world in orler to get into touch with the
manufacturer,

Hon. J. Coruell: Some of them want to
trade with Germany new.

ITon. J, DUFFELL: The tesult js that
those people have their goods landed at o
lower cost than those who have to purchase
through a T.ondon buyer who receives his
commission. A man who has taken the
former step is able to sell his goods at more
favourable prices than his trade competitors
are able to do. Tnder the conditions set up
in the Bill if the amendment be enrried, the
man who has sent a representative home ani
mude direct purchases from the manvfac-
turer, has io veveal to all and sundry what
his actual landed cost is. Taking that into
consideration, in eonjunction with the other
point I have made regarding sales of sur
plus stocks, memhers will agree that it is
unnecessary, unfair, and mnnreasonable to
compel such merchants to diselose their busi-
ness methods to the publie in the manner
suggested by the amendment.

Hon. T. MOORE: The apeech of MM
Duffell is against price fixing altogether. T
have listened to the speeches of those who
are opposed to the amendment, and T think
theiv arguments are very poor.

Hon. J. Duffell: Give us something better
then. You are incapable,

Hon. T. MOORE: That is just what some
swelled-headed people would say.

Hou. J. Corneli: On a point of order.

Hon. J. Duffell: You are one of the
worst yourself.

Ton. J. Cornell: ~ I think the interjection
of My, Duffell is hardly a fair one. It is
not fair to say that a member of this House
is incapable.

Hou. J. Duffell:
mean any harm.

Are there not other
What are over-

He kouows I did not
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Hon, T. MOORE: Some members who
are swelled-headed think they know every-
thing and really know nothing. They have
advaneed arguments which had nothing
whatever to do with this matter. One hon.
wmember alleged that men who travelled to
some confercuce where a certnin set of indi-
viduals met together———

Hon. J. Duffell: I was not referring to
Sinn Fein meetings in the Eastern States,

tlon. T. MOORE: Reference was made
te conferences at the Trades Hall. If the
hon, member knew anything whatever about
the Trades Hall——

Hon. J. J. Molmes:
the clause.

Hon, T. MOORY: The hon. member when
he wag hard up for an argument trotted out
the fag and dragged in the Xritish Em-
pive. What has the British Empire got to do
with this- elavse?  One hen. member said
thut a eertain conference wag held for the
purpese of disrupting the Tritish Empire.

Hon, R. T, Lynn: On a point of order. No
such statement was ever made. What T said
was this: ¢Tf publicity wns to be given to
all commereinl transactions, and if we were
st anxious and desirous of publicity for com-
ferences where the British Empire might be
affeeted, members shonld also be in favour
of giving publicity to any meetings held
where statements might be made that would
disrupt the Empive or State.”” T never said
they were made, but I said that it was pos-
sible that meetings could he held at which
such statements might be made.

Hon. T. MOORF.: 1In answer to that un-
founded charge, | would invite Mr, Lynn to
look in at the Trades Holl aml inspeet the
honour board there,  When suelt charges as
those are made, regarding the organisation
I lhelong to, T think it is only right that T
should answer them, [ juvite the hon. mem-
her to inspeet those honour hoards, which
wlorn the walls of the Trades ITall. The men
whose names are on those bonrds were the
hosses of the men who sat in eonference and
it thosc men were not patriotie, T do mot
know who are. The argunments were ridi-
entons, and T am surprised that they should
be brought in here.  Mr. Duffell referred to
the effeet on the publie, and he spoke seath-
ingly of the jmblie.

Moun. J. Duffell: On a point of order, The
hien, member aeenses me of having spoken
seathingly of the publie. [ deny that, and
I ask for a withdrawal of the statement.

Hon, T. MOORE: T withdraw it, and T
will say that le spoke of the pmblic in a
sneering  tone,

The CHATRMAN: The hon.  member
l!mlﬂt not east reflections on other hon. mem-
oS,

Ton. J. Duffell: T will ask for a with-
drawal and an apology as well this time.

The CHATRMAN: The hon. member must
withdraw the remark,

Hon. T. MOORE:
Hon. T. Duffell:

Let us get down to

T withdraw it.
And an apology.
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Hon. T. MOORE: [ tender th¢ hon. mem-
ber an apology.

Hon. J. Cornell: On a point of order, I
claim that mo individuat hon, member is en-
titled to an apolegy. If » member apologises
he must apologise to the House.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon.
apelogised to the House.

Hon. J. Cornell: That is all right so long
as it is nnderstood. You rule that the hon.
member must apoloyise to the House and not
to Mr. Duffell?

The CHATRMAN: I have already said so.

Ton. T. MOORE: I am not too well
versedl with the Standing Orders, snd T am
not worried about Mr. Duffell’s quibblig. If
T say things that hurt his feelings I can re-
call the faet that he at times has tried to
hurt mine.

Hon. J. Duffell: Naver.

Hon. T. MOORE: It is the public whe
really are to be considered iu this matter.
We are hore to look after the interests of
the general public and of no one else. When
we lhave finished with the Bill we may bring
the public back to that stege where they v.fi]]
have confidence in the Prices Regulation
Commission. At the present time they have
no confidence in that body. We hear on every
side talk abont profiteering; therefore, if
witnesses ean be examined in public the de-
giredl cffect will be attained, and publie eon-
fidence will be restoredl. T believe that most
of the buginess men in the city know pretty
nearly what the other fellow is paying for
lits goods. 1t is known what is being paid
for the poods on the beat, and after all that
is the real cost. My friend shakes his head,
but he knows that what T say is o faet.

Hon. J. Duffell:  No.

Ton. T. MOORE: We know that there
are commission agents on the othe: sile of
the worll who do much of the business and
do it for several firms. Those people buy
from the same man, and *herefore they know
what the prices are.  The iatercsts of the
importera are really safegnarded  provided
those imperters are satisfied with a fair pro-
fit. Mr, Duffell has suggested that the trader
shoulil not he asked to lay the whole of his
eards on the table. We maintain that he
ghould do that. Tf that is donc, and if the
public ean be made to believe that the man
who imports and who is doing business for
the public generally is only asking what is
a foir thing, we shall get away from a lot
of the existing discord,

Hon. . .J. HOLMES: There is in this
community a set of trained business men,
and it i9 a good thing for the community
that we have them in our midst. When West-
ern Australin came inte prominence 25 years
ago the business people of the Eastern States

member

sent some of their best men  here
hecause they sSOW the develapment
that was likely to take place. We have

keen busingss men in this State, and some
of them are to be found amongst the old
groper erowd. Tt is a good thing for the
community that we have had those people
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here. We have also a set of parasites who
have never served an apprenticeship and have
never been in business. Therefore they ecan-
not wnderstand how the other man has suc-
ceeded. The other man makes u profit be-
ciuse he knows his business. “He watches the
markets of the world, he buys well, and is
able to sell well. We have in this State the
cheapeat priced goods in Australin.  Phis is
due also to the fact that the public of \West-
ern Australin are over-catered for. The
Prices Regulution Coemmission have nothing
to do with that. The parasitical crowd
want to know how the other num conducts
his business, and they want to sce where he
buys, [f we are going to foree the keen
busingss men to lny their eards on the table,
they are likely to rebel.  [n earpentering and
hlacksmithing and other frudes, it s insisted
that youths shall serve an apprenticeship be-
fore they ean come into competition with the
skilled worker, and it is insisted that there
shall be only a limited nnmber of appren-
tices.

Hon. A, 1. Panton: The Arbitration Court
iusists on that,

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: When it comes to
competition in trade, our friends want those
men who have served o lifetime in learning
their business to lay their eards ou the table.
The Prices Regulation Conmmmission have
power at the present time to compel a mer-
chant to produce his books, amd they can fix
the price of a eommodity without the in-
quisitive publiec knowing the details,

Hon. B, M. CLARKE: What I want to
know is whether the Prices Regulation Cow-
migsion want all the infomation they can get
in order to disclose it to the publie, or
whether they mercly require it in order to
enable them to fix the price. It appears to
me that we have not much confilence in the
Commigsioners, and we are going to use them
to secure the information in order to make
ik public. Tf T were on the Commission I
would quickly get off it, becanse T wounld
vonsider that Parlinment no longer had any
eonfidence in me. To my mind this is a slor
on the Priees Regulation Commissioners.

Hon. .J. MILL8: The whole discussion
hinges upon whether the Prices Regulation
Commission shall take evidence in camera
or in publie. The amendment is a compro-
mise, and the Committee should aceept it

Hon. JJ. CORNELL: Mr. IMTolmes referred
to the excellent bhusiness men we have in
Western Anstralin and the long trzining that
they have had. Had he stopped there hiy
argument would have heen sound, and he
would have done himaelf justice,  Then he
glated that as o result of their sound business
training, prices here were lower than they
wero in the Eastern States. There is an-
other large seetion of the community who
como inte direet contact with the highly
trained business men, and fhat may be one
of the rensons why the worker renders Better
serviee here than doeg the worker in the East.
TE there is any eredit to be given for the
present tow prices of commodities in West-
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ern Australin, ! othink all parties should he
inelnded.

flon. A. 1. PANTON: What the amend-
ment proposes is embodied in the Arbitra-
tion Act, and az ene who has had a pood
deal to do with the Arbitration Court, T may
inform members that on many oceasions the
ecurt has ealled for emplovers® books.  In
no instance have the employees™ representa-
tives had the opportunity of inspecting those
baoks,  They have always been inspeeted by
the court, and the court only. That is ali
that we ask in the amendment.  If M,
Holmes is not awnre of that, | am very much
surprised. There is Tardly o commodity with
wliich the Comnission have dealt that is not
coiitrelled by o vombination. The retail
grocers have: the finest organisation 1 know

of,  Their executive meet monthly and fix
prices.  1F they Bx the price of tinaed milk

ab a certain figure, there are only two black-
legyring shops at which milk ean be honght
mere cheaply. Lot anyone tey to buy a ton
of palvanised iren from  Bateman & Sons,
and then tey elsewhere,  Jt is absurd to say
that competition will have any effeet.  The
arganisations are so complete that they are
able to fix prices amd show the Commission
what they ean do.  If the Commission are
given disevetion to take evideaee in publie,
they will exervise it as does the Arbitration
Court, and nothing will be divolged to the
parasites of whom the hon. member spoke.

Question put and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes 10
Noes 8
o
Majority for 2
=y
AYES,
Hon. C. F. Baxter Hon. J. Mills
Hon. H. P. Colebatch Hon. T. Moare
Hon. J. Cornell Hou. A. H. Panlon
Hon. J, Cunuinghnmn Hon. A, J. H, Saw
Hon. J. E. Dodd Hon. H. Stewart
(Teller.)
NoEs.
Ilon. E. M. Clacke Hou. J. Nicholson
Hon. V. Hanmersley Hon. E. Rose
Hon. J. J. Holmes Hou. A. Sanderson
Hon. R. J. Lynn Hon. J. Duffell
(Toilern
Question  thus  passed;  the Assembly ‘s

amendment agreed to.

report  aldopfed,

Resolutions reported, the
returned to the

and o messape accordingly
Assembly.,

BILLS (2)—FIRST READING.
1, Sale of Liguor Regulation Act Con-
tinnance.
2, Licensihg
nanec.
Reecived from the Assembly.

Aet  Amendment Contin-
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MOTION -RETURNED SOLDIERS AXD
RATLWAY PASSES,

Order of the Day read for the resumption
fiom the 16th November of the debate on
the following motion by the Hon. A, H.
I'anton :—~ ,

That in the opinion of this Homsc re-
turned soldiers who arc attending the Base
ITaspital, ]*‘rem"mtle, or the vocational
troining schools in Perth, should be earried
free of eharge.

And on the ameadment by the Hon.
nell—

That all the words after ‘‘THouse'' he
struck out and the following inserted in
lien: ‘“¢the Covernment shounld (1) grant
free transit over the State trimways to
ex-members of the A.LF. who are blinded
or totally and permauently incapaeitated,
or eligihle for full wmembership in the
Maimed and Limbless Men's Association;
(2) and in the event of the request made
by the Federal Exeeutive of the Returned
Boldiers’ Teague to the Tederal Govern-
ment being definitely refused, grant to ex-
members of the AL, free railway transit
provided that they arve {(a) blnded or
totally and permanently iueapacitated;
(h) inmates of or atteuding for treatment
at military hospitals, sanatoria, econvales-
cent homes, and hostels; {(e¢) eligible for
full wmembership  in the  Maimed and
Limblegs Men's Associntion.

Amendment put and passed; the gquestion
as amended agreed to,

On motien by Hon. J. Cornell, resclution

transmitted by message to the Asgembly and
its concurrence desired therein,

J. Cor-

House adjourned ol 6.10 p.m,

Begislative Essembly,

Thursdey. 25th November, 1920,
Poge

Questions Ropntrlntlnn Land etearing st Plesse'’s
Broo 1881
stock Inupoctmn—\!r Lonuc: nllpamtmont. 1881
Sandnlwoad, exempted arcas ... 1882
Torter Oake's cnse 1882
Teave of absence v 1832
Bills: Licenulng Act Amvndnwnf cnntlnuance Sn. 1882
Sale of Tiquoet Regulntion Act, oontlmmnc(-, 3R, 188%
Rollwav r}I’\ﬁltll'lc:;tmn Baard. report 1882
Nerdeman's Take Drainage, 28, .« 1882
Norrogin Reerentlon Roserve, 20, . 1883
tirsin Klevatom, 2R. - 1884
Rottnest Tstand, 2, 1885
Iankeepers, 2n., Con ropnrt 1803
Divoree Act Amendment, 2n, 1894
Workers Compenzation Act Amondmont‘ “n 1805
Nurdes Registration, withdrawn 1894
Mining Act Amendment, 2n.. Conm. 1806
The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30

pm. and read prayers.
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QUESTION—REPATRIATION, LAND
CLEARING AT PITSSE’S BROOK.

Hon, 1*, COLLIER asked the Premier: 1,
How many neres have been cleared with
the aid of the Government tractor on Loca-
tion 784, owned by one Haroeld Raphael
under the Soldier Settlement Seheme at
Piesse’s Broolk? 2, What is the total cost
lo date of clepring such acrcaged

The PREMIER replied: 1, 8ix acres
cleared and about fouv' acres in ecourse of
completion. 2, It is not possible to arrive
at the actual eost of clearing operations on
thig particular block until the whole of the
clearing in the Picsse’s Brook area has
heen  completed.  The settlerr will be
charged at p flat rate, whick, it is catimated,
will not cxceed £25 per nere,

QUESTION—STOCK [INSPECTION,
TORTA DISTRICT.

Mr, M. ). Logune's Appointment,

Mr. Wll LCOCK asked the Homnorary
Minister: What w.w the date of the ean-
vollation of Mr. M. J. Logue’s appointment
as honorary mspcctor of stock for the Vie-
torin Distriet? 2, What wus the reason for
the cancellation of the appointment? 3,
Did this hunerary inspector during his term
of office do any wrong action in eonnection
with his duties? 4, If so, when? &, Have
any defaulters for non-compliance with the
provisions of the Stock Diseases Act, or
the vregulations made thereunder, - been
prosecuted in the Vietorin or any other
Wistrict? 6, If so, what are their names and
the dates nnd plaees of their proaecution?
7, Are the police merely collecting declara-
tions or performing other duties under the
Stock Diseases Aet? 8, [ so, what other
dutics are they performing under that Aet?
9, What is the abject of the Department of
Agrientture in appointing the police of the
district to administer the Stock Discases
Act nnd the regulatigns thercunder when
the honorary inspector was doing the work
gratis? 10, Are stoeck being sent into clean
distriets without being dipped within the
preceding seven days? 11, If so, what is
the reason of the alteration of the previons
practive? 12, Has the term Dheen cextended
to six months? 13, If s0, does the Minisler
think the owners of stock in elean districty
are sufficiently safeguarded? 14, Who
watehes and superintends the dipping of
sheep north of Geraldton? 15, What are
the numbers of declarations and of sheep
dipped during the last year of Mr. Logue’s
appointment and during the year previous
to his apointment in the district? 16, Ts
the Minister aware that Me. Logue, with
view to keeping the sheep of the distriet
elean, has dipped over 10,000 sheep, in
addition to finding tlue labour to do so, free
of cost? 17, If the foregoing fnets are
correct, will the Minister consider the
advisability of re-appointing My, Logue aa

VIC-



